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0.1 Picture of building/site 

0.1. Depicted item 
General Staff, building B  

0.2. Source 
Architecture and Urbanism 43, pg. 27 

0.3. Date 
1967 

db code 
 DEF-RS-011-b-0001  
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1. Identity of building  

 
1.1. 
 
 

 
current name of building 
Complex of General Staff of Serbian Military forces building and the Ministry of Defence 
in Belgrade 
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1.2. 
 
 
 
 
 

variant or former name  
General Staff of Yugoslav Military forces / Serbia and Monteneggro forces and the 
Ministry of Defence  
State Secretariat for National Defence (DSZPNO) or abbreviated  State Secretariat for 
Defence (DSNO) 
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1.3. number & name of street 
Kneza Milosa Str. 33-41 
 

5 

1.4. town 
Belgrade 
 

6 

1.5. province/state  
Savski venac 
 

7 

1.6. zip code  
11000 
 

8 

1.7. country  
Republic of Serbia (completed in FNRY/SFRY) 
 

9 

1.8. national grid reference  
Building А: 44°48'20.4"N 20°27'40.0"E 
Building Б: 44°48'18.3"N 20°27'37.5"E 
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1.9. classification/typology  
DEF – military building: administrative military building 
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1.10. 10 protection status & date  
Placed under previous protection in 1997; declared a cultural monument on 22nd of 
December in 2005. (Gazette of Republic of Serbia no. 115/05 from 27/12/2005). 
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2. History of building  
 
2.1. 

 
original brief/purpose  
State Secretariat for National Defence  
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2.2. dates: commission/completion  
Competition in 1953, realization in period of 1956-1965.  
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2.3. architectural and other designers  
Nikola Dobrovic, architecture. 
Project Office „Arkon“, Аleksandar Djordjevic (probably, on the position of chief 
designer); Max Trost, contructor; Pavle Zutobradic (investor project group for the 
building of DSNO); others: Miodrag Petrovic, Gazikalovic, Branislav Vuckovic (source: 
Matejicv, pg. 179). 
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2.4. 

 
others associated with building  
The competition was announced in 1953 and other participants, beside Dobrovic, 
included: Josip Plecnik (participated out of competition), Aljosa Zanko, Ratomir 
Bogojevic and Rikard Marasovic. 
Nikola Dobrovic won October Saloon Prize as well as  Seventh July award for this 
project in 1962 (when the building B was still undergoing the construction, and central 
design for the pavilion was not completed yet). 
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2.5. significant alterations with dates 
Destroyed in NATO bombing in 1999. 
During 2015 entrance part оf building B was removed.  
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2.6. current use  
Currently, entrance part of building B is used (entrance from Bircaninova Str.), while 
building А and part of building B towards Nemanjina Str. is still covered in ruins.  
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2.7. current condition 19 

  

building А and part of building B is covered in ruins and abandoned. The tower 
(entrance from Bircaninova 5) and part of building B tract (parallel to Kneza Milosa Str.) 
is still used by the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Serbia. 
 

 

3. Description  
 
3.1. 

 
General description  
The complex is characterized by two dominant, gradually completed tracts, which 
descend towards Nemanjina Str., thus making the urban symbol of the city gate and 
are drawn from regulatory line, so they can be approached porticos. Besides 
expressive cascade forms, the facades are characterized by the use of contrastive 
materials: robust stone from Kosjeric, in dark red colour, on which white, polished 
marble panels from island of Brac.  Persuasive visual motif is represented by window 
strips on facades, formed in the spirit of late modernism: motif of tower, which are set as 
visual accent at the end of a B tract are also dominant in the entire silhouette of the 
complex.   
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3.2. Construction 
Reinforced concrete, classical, cast in situ. 
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3.3. Context 
In the place of Dobrovic’s building before 1941 there were the Ministry of War- in the 
place of current building A and Military academy in the place of current building B. 
Both of the buildings were severely damaged in bombings during WWII. Across 
Dobrovic’s buildings, on the other side of Kneza Milosa Street, there are the buildings of 
the Serbian Government and Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In all the four blocks at 
the crossroads during last two and a half century new parts of Belgrade were built, firstly 
upon Austrian- Turkish wars in 1720s, then starting from 1840s a new Serbian country had 
continually been locating its main administrative buildings. 
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4. Evaluation  

 
4.1. 

 
Technical value 
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Technically, the building represents no innovation but it qualitatively applies existing 
technical and technological solutions.  
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4.2. 
 
 
 
 
 

Social value  
Dobrovic’s architecture of General Staff and Ministry of Defence takes a special place 
in Serbian and Yugoslav architecture. Physical size and urban disposition, together with 
special purpose of the object concerned, is imposed as a crossroads in the world of 
architecture ideas. The complex shall remain one of the strongest visual motifs in 
collective memory of the city. 

 
 
 
 
 

4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural & aesthetic value 
In its language of architecture and urban disposition the ensemble of the architecture 
Nikola Dobrovic includes the whole series of architecture theory and composition. 
Though it represents the paradigm of modernist approach in many ways, Dobrovic 
ensemble has both Classicist architectural and urban settings. It first opens the issues 
related to the field of public architecture, its significance and symbolism. The issue that 
was opened as well is dealing with the fact that the design can be perceived as two 
separate buildings or, on the other side, unique, inseparable whole which contains the 
portal made of so called empty space with the silhouettes of the houses on its sides.  
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4.4. 
 
 
 
 

 
Historical value 
The complex shows a realized and significant representative of Serbian and Yugoslav 
modernism Nikola Dobrovic, in Belgrade. This is also one of his latest and the most 
complex works which opened new possibilities of reading the architecture of second 
half of 20th century.  
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4.5. 
 

General assessment  
Cultural monument is the single most complex realization of the distinguished modernist 
Nikola Dobrovic. It takes a special place in Serbian and wider Yugoslav architecture, as 
in its expressive forms, as in urban disposition and force of the total ensemble. 
Positioned on one of the busiest urban roads, the complex became one of the most 
the most striking urban images in Belgrade.   
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5. Documentation  
 
5.1. 

 
Principal refferences 

1. Technical documentation, Institute for Protection of Cultural Monuments of city 
of Belgrade 

2. Babic, Ljiljana: Architect Nikola Dobrovic 12. II 1897. – 11. I 1967. Architecture 
and urbanism 43, Belgrade, 1967, pg. 22-32. 

3. Kulic, Vladimir: Architecture and politics of reading: case General Staff in 
Belgrade - Space in movement. (http://www.republika.co.rs/476-477/21.html, 
приступљено 25.12.2015.) 

4. Matejic, Маrко: Contribution to the study of the General Staff building of the 
architect Nikola Dobrovic: the concept and experience of the space. Heritage 
XIII, for Protection of Cultural Monuments of city of Belgrade, in Belgrade 2012, 
pg. 167-183 (http://beogradskonasledje.rs/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/11-
marko-matejic.pdf, accessed on  25.12.2015.) 
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5.2. visual material attached  
1. AutoCAD drafts made upon the photocopies of original technical documentation 
which is in the documentation of the Protection of Cultural Monuments of city of 
Belgrade (made by: Marko Matejic, PHD student in AFUB). 

1) The situation of the complex, the angle of Nemanjina and Kneza Milosa Street; 
2) The situation, the draft of the text author in accordance to technical 

documentation for the building B, original draft in the proportion of 1:500; 
3) The ground floor basis for building А, the draft of the text author in accordance 
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to technical documentation for the building А from September 1955, original 
draft in the proportion of 1:100; 

4) The intersection of I-II building А, the draft of the text author in accordance to 
technical documentation for the building А from September 1955, original draft 
in the proportion of 1:100; 

5) The intersections VI-VI, VII-VII, VIII-VIII, the draft of the text author in accordance 
to technical documentation for the building А from September 1955, original 
draft in the proportion of 1:100; 

6) The image is made upon the look of the General Staff of YNA building, , the 
draft of the text author in accordance to technical documentation for the 
building А from September 1955, original draft in the proportion of 1:100. 

2. The situation and photocopies, architecture and urbanism 43 (pg. 28-29). 
3. The photo of the building, in Strauss, Ivan: Architecture of Yugoslavia 1945 – 1990. 
Sarajevo Green Design, Sarajevo, 2013, pg. 59. 
 

5.3. 
 
 

rapporteur/date  
PhD Tanja Damljanovic Konli, BA in Science of Architecture, February 2013.  
Jelica Jovanovic, BA in Science of Architecture, December 2015. 
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