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1. Identity of the building  
 
1.1. 

 
Current name of the building 
Assembly of the municipality of Arandjelovac  
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1.2. Variant or former/original name 
Social – political centre A.M. Arandjelovac - lamella 2 
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1.3. Name and number of the street  
10 Venac Slobode Str.  
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1.4. Town  
Arandjelovac 
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1.5. Province 
Arandjelovac 
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1.6. Zip code 
34300 
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1.7. Country  
Republic of Serbia (made in SFRY) 
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1.8. National grid reference 
44° 18' 24.16" N, 20° 33' 25.40" Е 
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1.9. Classification/typology 
АDM – administrative building 
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1.10. Protection status and date 
- 
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2. History of the object  
 
2.1. 

 
Original draft/purpose 
 
Social and political center Arandjelovac 
 
At the beginning of the seventies of the twentieth century, there was a need for building 
an object that would unite all social and political activities in the administrative area of 
the territory of the municipality of Arandjelovac. In functional terms, it was necessary to 
provide unhindered work technology, both within a single service and on the relationship 
of mutual contacts of all departments together, ie it was necessary to foresee the 
possibility of independent, operation of each group individually. Such a facility should 
have provided an adequate location that would enable the collection of a large number 
of people at various social events. Surface calculations and necessary connections were 
calculated according to the required number of jobs. 
The idea was that in the center of Arandjelovac, around the existing square, a complex of 
objects will be created, which will be interconnected, so that all administrative work ends 
in one place. The importance of the institution's system in creating a new city identity 
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should be emphasized by a quality architecture that would, by means of modern 
expression, emphasize the progress of the society created by these institutions. 
 
The general concept and basic solution 
 
The socio-political center of Arandjelovac should have a dual role: 

1. Given the scope of the program and the practical seizure of all social and political 
institutions in a city in one place, in one center, it would be obtained at that time 
when a complete new type of social center would become available, in which the 
municipal assembly program becomes both a practical and a symbolic democratic 
life all inhabited in an all-powerful manifestation, starting from the simplest defense 
of citizens to big words and manifestations; 

2. Considering the location of the new facility, an opportunity will be provided for the 
design and architectural and urban design of an association in a city that, with its 
unique and ambient quality, gives a new impetus to the urban development of 
Arandjelovac, both as an example and as a concrete built space of the highest 
quality. 

Such complex programming, urban and architectural issues are related to the great 
physical scope of the program and the respect of the spirit and character of 
Arandjelovac in terms of the development of buildings in height, conditioned the 
following social and urban setting during the project: 

A. A structured overall program task - a total of about 6,000 m2 - to a number of units - 
units that would at the same time be an integral and unique object and which 
could also function as independent spaces and buildings. In this way, it was possible 
to develop at a certain place in the city the whole program not building in height 
and to allow for the construction of a full stage, and in using the building full 
independence of each unit - a lamella. 

B. Secured unity of the square - a free city forum with the building, and thus practically 
and symbolically make the municipal assembly a real center of assembly and 
democratic decision-making. 

C.Dates in the functional sense, the most modern form of the internal organization of 
the building, but also the development and change of purposes and character, 
which is fully in line with the needs of changes in the social and administrative 
organization of parliamentary and other units, different purpose allocation, jobs, etc. 
Such full flexibility is no longer for this type of facility just a general need, but it turns 
into an obligation when designing and using it. 

D. The quality of the architect and the ambience is achieved only by the true means 
of modern expression, rejecting any decorativeism, "playfulness" and forms that 
would not derive from the logic and strength of the construction, the emphasis on 
the functional units of the object, regardless of what they are, from the purposes of 
installation and movement. The material should have been taken according to the 
conditions of the city, combining the smallest possible number and the highest 
quality in order for the building to "ring" not applications, which is not possible, but 
genuine materials. 

  E. It was necessary to take advantage of the premises of the future Assembly building, in 
the case of salons and halls, in many ways and in various forms - gatherings, concerts, 
celebrations, etc. This not only rationalizes the construction and design, but also raises the 
real social and humanity of an administrative ensemble. 

 
This resulted in the following architectural and urbanistic architectural solutions of the 
Assembly of the Municipality of Arandjelovac, or the Social and Political Center of this 
city: 
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Four blades, each length of about 30 meters, would constitute the main building in 
which the existing two-storey building was retained, and for purely constructional and 
qualitative reasons, it was planned to demolish the old "new building" building. A 
special ensemble would be an ensemble hall, a total of four, of which there are seats 
for 300 people. The hall that was supposed to precede these salons was not treated 
solely as a space, but also as a city-covered forum, because by opening the large-
walled wall, which was supposed to be mobile, and by connecting the hall with that 
hall, a public covered space was accommodated for about 1 100 people. 
 
The project was intended to denivelize the building so that the lower level - the 
basement of the existing building - is transformed into a completely new public area 
which is a pedestrian prospect, but also certain functional units, such as a restaurant, 
hunter's association, several shops and boutiques , as well as a series of technical plants 
and stations. This space would be directly extended to the market, so that in the final 
solution of this assamble, a multi-functional entity, would be obtained where the levels 
connect and interweave. 
In a constructive sense, the concept of a modern synthesis of architecture, constructive 
assembly, and functional-purpose flexibility was planned. Each of the lamellas was to 
rely on six pillars, of relatively significant ranges (in rectangles 10.20 x 12.00 m) with 
curves in both directions of construction. This would allow completely free treatment of 
the facade fabric as well as completely free treatment of the base in view of the 
disposition of the partition walls. Stairs and sanitary facilities occupy permanent, 
established positions. Within vertical communications, although the floor is relatively 
small - only P + 2 - elevators are provided. 
The building is given in reinforced concrete construction. The facade cladding is made 
of prefabricated elements of the type module 1.20 m, which is at the same time a 
module that should be applied in both horizontal and vertical terms. The façade 
canvas was treated with vertical division by a facade billboard in glass or concrete, 
which is covered with thin marble slabs of white, light colors. In this way, the entire 
facade can be synthesized in terms of material, stone, concrete and glass. On this basis 
the basic architectural expression is based. Due to the flexibility and already confirmed 
quality, the wall partitions were planned in slabs of the type "kloasal", but it is 
understandable that there is possibility of other types of bulkheads, if they are not 
partition walls, but they remain prefabricated, because the brickwork elements would 
obviously be contrary to the overall concept of building a modern and flexible social 
and administrative facility. 
The floors were treated in stone and in special treatment on all public surfaces. Different 
types of warm floors are used in other levels and in the rooms, among which the basic 
type is tapis. The ceilings were left visible after concrete pouring, therefore, unprocessed, 
except possibly painted with coating, which would be taken on further studies. In publicly 
exposed and covered areas, ceiling treatment is lowered in the type of ceiling "douglas". 

2.2. Date: order/completion 
The development of the entire complex project was entrusted to the Technical Bureau 
of the Faculty of Belgrade University and architect Ranko Radovic in 1974. 
The construction of the facility began in late 1974 and was completed in 1978. 
Changing the social and economic conditions in the country, there was a deviation in the 
realization of the construction of the entire complex, and until now, only the first phase of 
the construction of the complex - Lamella No.1 has been built.  
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2.3. Architectural and other designers 
Designed by architect Ranko Radović, architects Radmila Nikolić, architect Stevan 
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Obradović, architect Aleksandar Milenković and architect Milivoje Đukić and 
associates: technician Biljana Stošić, technician Momčilo Ristić and technical artist 
Đorđe Kažanegra, 1974: Technical bureau of faculties of the Belgrade university. 
 

2.4. Others associated with building  
/ 
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2.5. Significant alliterations in dates 
1974. The first phase of construction of the Social-Political Center in Arandjelovac started. 
1978. the building was completed- blade no.1 
1978. works on the complex building were ceased. 
2007. A reconstruction of the city square has been carried out on which the building of 
the Municipal Assembly of Arandjelovac is located. 
2011. adaptation of the ground floor. 
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2.6. Current purpose 
Building of the local self-government unit - Arandjelovac municipality 
The premises of the Republic Geodetic Authority, (Agency for Real Estate Cadastre 
Arandjelovac) 
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2.7. Current condition 19 

  

The building of the local self-government unit of the Municipal Assembly of 
Arandjelovac is located on cadastral parcel 2142/1 K.O. Arandjelovac, the records of 
the real estate cadastre were recorded only in 2006 as property of the Republic of 
Serbia, the user of the municipalities of Arandjelovac. As public property of the 
Municipality of Arandjelovac, it was registered in 2016. The original outlook of the 
building from 1974 was preserved. From its construction to date, the building is well 
maintained, although there were no major sanitation or restoration works on it. In 
November 2011, in the basement floor, renovation of the assembly hall with 
accompanying premises was carried out in the service and information center of the 
municipality of Arandjelovac, as well as the construction of thermo technical 
installations (radiator and floor heating). 
It is necessary to clean the façade and energy repair of the building, install the elevator 
in order to provide accessibility conditions in accordance with the new legal 
regulations, as well as to restore all elements of architecture and interior decoration of 
the building. 
 

 

3 DESCRIPTION  
 
3.1. 

 
General description 
According to the main project from 1974, the construction of the administrative 
complex of the municipality of Arandjelovac, which was supposed to consist of five 
facilities (four lamellas and a hall building), is envisaged. It was planned that these 
objects constitute the whole (both in shape and function), but also that they have the 
ability to function as independent buildings and spaces. Such a concept should have 
enabled independence in use as well as the possibility of phase construction, which 
would facilitate the construction of buildings and the process of relocation of institutions 
to the assembly of the municipality of Arandjelovac. In a stylish way, the entire complex 
and the square should have been a clear example of a modernist expression. 
As the main orientations for the disposition of the elements of the composition were the 
existing square - Gagićev venac (today Venac Slobode) and the existing building of 
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the municipality that is being retained. The designer also predicted the demolition of 
the "New Building" building, because of, as stated in the technical description of the 
main project, "purely construction and quality reasons", in order to find one of the 
planned lamellas in its place. This decision of the designer was very debatable at the 
time of the project, which is shown in the elaborate of the Republic Institute for the 
Protection of Cultural Monuments of Belgrade from the same year (1974): "The 
Arrangelovec Memorial Heritage", in the proposals for measures to preserve the 
monumental heritage, from the urban point of view, a further survival of the building is 
justified, with the complete restoration of the external facade and the adaptation of 
the interior rooms in accordance with contemporary needs. The Institute also 
concluded that the building of the "New Building" has its importance in relation to the 
city settlement and that the assembly of the municipality of Arandjelovac should have 
the interest to preserve it as such. 
According to this project, the construction of the building - blades no. 1, where the 
complexity of the composition has already proved to be too great a challenge for the 
conditions of construction and performance of works. Is it precisely because of this 
complexity, the lack of funds, the need to demolish the object of the "New Building" or 
for some other reason, after the completion of the construction of the lamella 1, the 
construction of other segments of the assambla has never started. 
In lamel number 1, one part of the administration of the assembly of the municipality of 
Arandjelovac was moved, while the other part in the building of the "New building", 
which has not been demolished, has already been classified as a property that enjoys 
previous protection. The built building has a basement, ground floor, two floors and a 
roof terrace. In many segments, the building has respected the project (construction, 
materialization), but in some parts it didn’t. Since the project documentation is 
preserved in a very modest scope, it is difficult to say whether the constructed object 
was constructed according to the designer's ideas regarding height angles and 
denivelations in relation to the market, which was itself reconstructed in the later 
period. The materialization of facade levels has adhered to the idea of the designer to 
exclude any decorativeism and that the forms derive from function and construction, 
to use as few different materials as possible and to use locally available materials, so 
naturally-concrete, glass and white marble. The problem was created in the 
organization of the interior space, which was supposed to be flexible by the fact that all 
partition walls should be prefabricated and, if necessary, rescheduled. Unfortunately, 
during the use of the facility, some partition walls were set contrary to this, and many 
materials used to replace worn out elements (carpentry, furniture, curtains, fences, etc.) 
are not adequate, and the architecture context has been damaged. 
 

3.2. Construction 
All three lamellas of the complex (lamellae 1,2 and 3) in the constructive and 
performing sense were solved with the same same general construction. Each lamella is 
planned as a separate building block of the frame system. Axis dimensions should be 
the same, and all elements of the design with identical dimensions. All calculations of 
the construction were carried out at the Institute for the Survey of Material of SR Serbia 
in Belgrade, under the guidance of engineer Boško Petrović. 
In addition to a completely identical basic construction, different elements are planned 
for the different lamellas, which were to form staircases and elevators. These parts were 
drawn from the basic structure and in this way were supposed to become strong artistic 
elements with characteristics of sculptural expressions. 
The constructive building system is a reinforced concrete skeleton, where the number 
of bearing poles is reduced to 6 pieces. The pillars of the frame system are cross-
sections of 50 x 100 cm with semicircular curvatures and are visible on the facade, and 
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around the pillars the interconstructed construction is withdrawn, so that the 
constructive system is fully visible and clear. The structural distance of the pillars in the 
transverse direction is 10.2 m, and in the longitudinal 2 x 12 m, with console perforations 
on each side of 4.2 m. Funding was carried out on the foundations of the pillars, 
measuring 5.5 h 4 m, height 1.40 m, while the walls, stairs and planned elevators were 
relying on striped foundations. The intermediate construction relies on 3 cross beams cut 
between the pillars (cross-section 50 h 80 cm), and in the longitudinal direction the 
main supports are with a console gap of 4,20 m (cross-section 50 x 120 cm). In this way, 
the interface itself is relying on the undercoats that make the raster 8.30 x 12.0 m, that is, 
8.30 x 4.20 m. A cross-shaped ribbed construction with a double plate was adopted for 
the plate. The ribs are cross-linked at a distance of 0.6 m (rib width 10 cm). The thickness 
of both panels is 6 cm, and the thickness of the entire construction is 45.0 cm. 
 
All elements of the facade, whether full or glazed, are special prefabricated elements 
that are subsequently bonded to already sprinkled intermediate structures. Full facade 
elements are panels with visible concrete surfaces of 60 and 120 cm wide, and the 
height of one entire floor height. Glazing facade elements have metal frames. 
All elements of the skeleton (pillars and underlays) in the project are given with the mark 
of concrete MB 400, while the other elements are MB 300. 
 

3.3. Context 22 

  

With its position along the square in the center of Arandjelovac, the built lamella left the 
seal of the time in which it was built. It is functionally supplemented with the building of the 
"New Building" from the XIX century, which according to the project should have been 
demolished, and today it continues to occupy a central place on the market. Initially, 
today's municipal building was conceived as an integral part of the ensemble of public 
buildings in Arandjelovac, but only it (lamella 1) was performed. Later reconstruction of 
the square, made it possible to create a different environment, but not one later plan 
addressed the issue of objects surrounding the market, nor did the study of the entire 
urbanistic whole be done, which would re-examine the status of all existing and possible 
future objects. The necessity of reconstructing all facilities is one of the main arguments for 
new interventions, whose steps should be carefully examined before making any 
decisions, so that this facility also gets something of the value that its designer intended for 
and that the market would make a truly representative ambience Arandjelovac. 
 

 

4. EVALUATION  
 
4.1. 

 
Technical 
The applied skeletal constructive system on the planned laths of the Arandjelovac 
socio-political center did not deviate from the system of public buildings on the territory 
of Yugoslavia in the 70s of the 20th century. It is interesting that relatively large 
constructive ranges of the raster, for an object whose premises with their dimensions did 
not require such a system, are planned exclusively for the reason of the flexibility of the 
interior space. Such a system produced very massive elements of the construction, 
columns - which are visible elements of the facade and beams - which are visible in the 
interior of the building. The emphasized power of construction is one of the main 
aesthetic values of the building, and it was precisely this with its strength that was to 
present the structure of the institutions that would be in it. 
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4.2. Social 
The idea that of the center of the city, around the existing square, a complex of objects 
that would be interconnected, in order for all administrative tasks to end in one place, 
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was an indicator of the tendency to establish a more efficient state-of-the-art system. 
The role of institutions in a country that tends to progress can be strengthened, and in 
line with this, the social center's structure, with its form and position, should have 
contributed to the creation of a new city identity. The engagement of the technical 
bureau of the Belgrade University and the architect Ranko Radović certainly gave the 
idea the importance of creating a representative space. The built lamella, which is in 
use today, is certainly the seal of time in which it was created, and if the designing idea 
of the complex of administrative buildings has not been realized. 
 

4.3. Cultural and aesthetic 
The aesthetic values of the building have not been sufficiently highlighted. Since the 
built object is only one element of the planned composition, its position in relation to 
other elements of the market is the result of random circumstances that have stopped 
the construction of the whole complex and its odor with other buildings of the square is 
not fully harmonized. "The physical structure of the city is a complex set of built 
elements, spaces and ambiences, units and circuits, which are connected together in 
an integrated urban system, creating an environment for the complex processes of 
urban life" - the designer planned to create a complex system which, It would simplify 
processes in city life. However, the system of public buildings that was supposed to be 
built around the city square would centralize a large number of processes in a relatively 
small area in a city with a not so high density of construction. One of the problems that 
would surely arise, that all elements of the complex were built, is parking. Despite the 
fact that public parking is being built at the site of the planned sale for manifestations 
today, the problem of parking is emphasized, which leads to the conclusion that the 
construction of the whole complex at this site probably required some more radical 
solutions to the parking. With its position on the main city square, the construction 
significantly influenced the formation of the city center. 
The building of the local self-government unit today certainly contributes to the 
aesthetic value of the ambience, but due to inadequate maintenance and frequent 
improvements in the use of space in the eye of the observers, it is often seen as an 
unsuccessful attempt to modernize the city. 
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4.4. Historical 
The social and political center of Arandjelovac is perhaps the most important example of 
the Yugoslav post-war architecture in Arandjelovac. The lack of complexity has certainly 
influenced the fact that this object of architect Ranko Radović is left aside, and the 
inadequate maintenance of the built lamella not only forget about this facility in 
professional circles, but it can also be noticed that the photo of this object is very difficult 
to find in the media , tourist brochures of Arandjelovac, etc. 
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4.5. General assessment 
The social and political center of Arandjelovac is certainly a significant legacy of the 
Yugoslav post-war architecture and modernist expression. Even if numerous competitions 
were called for the Arandjelovac center, numerous awards for architectural and urban 
solutions were awarded, a small number of facilities and space were built. One lamellary 
complex of the Arandjelovac social and political center remains an element of the 
square to testify about an epoch, and its true values may be highlighted in some future 
solutions, which will allow designers, users and observers to see its core values from time 
and ideological distance. 
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5.2. Visual material in the attachment 
 

1. Attachment 1: Scanned graphic attachments from the main project of the 
social and political center of Arandjelovac - Lamela 2, Belgrade Technical 
University bureau, Belgrade 1974 - Archives Department of Municipal 
Administration of Arandjelovac Municipality 

2. Attachment 2: Copy of plan, Republic Geodetic Authority, (Agency for 
Cadastre of Real Estate Arandjelovac), Arandjelovac 
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