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1. IDENTITY OF THE URBAN SCHEME

1.1 Name 
Cerak Vinogradi (Cerak Vineyards) 

3 

1.2 Variant or former name 
None 

4 

1.3 Number & name of street  
the settlement boundary includes parts of the following streets: Кnezа Visеslаvа, 
Pilot Мihajlo Petrovic, Ibarska маgistrаla, Јаblаnicкa, Каdinjacкa and Коsмајska 

5 

1.4 City  
Belgrade 

6 

1.5 Municipality 
Cukarica 

7 

1.6 Zip code  
11000 

8 

1.7 Country 
The Republic of Serbia 

9 

1.8 National grid reference 
44°44'34.9"N 20°25'09.5"E 

10 

1.9 Classification/typology 
URB 

11 

1.10 Protection status & date 
Spatial unit under tentative protection (since 2013). 

12 

2 HISTORY OF URBAN SCHEME

2.1 Original brief/ purpose 
Multifamily housing neighborhood 

13 

2.2 Dates: commission/completion 
Commission in 1976, completion 1978-1985 

14 

2.3 Architectural and other designers 
Darko Marusic, Milenija Marusic, Nedeljko Borovnica 

15 

2.4 Others associated with building 
invitation competition for the construction of the settlement announced on 
15/5/1977. The agreement on the completion of the settlement ‘Cerak’ was 
signed between two housing communities: Belgrade residential community and 
Residential community of JNA in 1976 which had- as the investors- determined 
the Model of programming the completion.  

16 

2.5 Significant alterations with dates 
None 
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2.6 Current use 

Residential neghbourhood  
 

18 

2.7 Current condition 
The settlement is in relatively good condition. The matter is the lack of roof 
maintenance and leakage, frazzle of the woodwork in windows (window 
frames), pedestrian paths, stairs, fences, deterioration of street props (benches, 
lighting, trash cans and objects per trash of an object), lack of green areas 
maintenance. 
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3 DESCRIPTION   
 
3.1 
 

 
General description 
The settlement ‘Cerak Vineyards’ was built on the total area of 92, 60 hа. It is 
located on the South-western slope of Sumadija hills leaned towards Zеlеzniк 
facing the valleys of Sаva and Rakovicka River, approximately 10km from the city 
centre. The name originates from Cerova forest, which was once grown on the 
slope and which was eventually deforested and turned into pastures and 
vineyards. ‘Cerak 1’ includes: North, South and Eastern neighbourhoods 
connected to a large centrally positioned park with cerris forest trees. The resort 
has a clearly defined part of a residential center with complementary housing 
facilities(primary school, preschool institution, military medical center). The spatial 
organization of the center of the local community is based on the linear set up of 
public facilities. Their line is perpendicular to the direction of the pedestrian street. 
Residential buildings are of three-storey and six-storey type, and their positions form 
smaller environments with street props and greenery. They are made up of three 
types of stair slat segments with typical elements of prefabricated construction, 
materials and equipment. ‘Cerak 2’ is the Western neighbourhood which is 
spacious, functional and design associated with ‘Cerak 1’ which is the stem part of 
the settlement. It is located at the lower altitudes of the same slope as the ‘Cerak 
1’ and it reaches Ibarska magistrala. Project documentation for ‘Cerak 1’ is made 
in the period of 1978-80 while the construction lasted from 1978 1985. The first 
apartments were moved- in in 1981. 
The project ‘Cerak 2’ predicted triple purpose of the site that has not been 
finalized: residential, sport- recreating and educative. Only the residential zone was 
made. The facilities are identical to the ones in the neighbourhoods – Vinogradski 
venac Street and Cerski venac Street. Total floors of residential buildings is also a
three-story, six-storey, while only two nine-storey objects are placed on a slope of 
Vinogradski venac Street so their height does not deviate from the norm altitude of 
the resort. On the example of ‘Cerak 2’ the terrain conditioned and provided that
Vinogradski venac Street is arc placed around the perimeter of the natural 
amphitheater (sinkholes) and thus creates an environment of residential 
amphitheater. In this semi-circular space the conceptual design has provided the
formation of a small artificial lake - as a central motif - towards which the facilities 
are oriented. In comparison to ‘Cerak 1’ the centre of ‘Cerak 2’ is not set up in one 
place but was assigned to the lower ground floor of three-storey buildings that 
were designed as 'galleries’ facing the amphitheatre.  This is evident in numerous 
facilities located in the ground floor of the building (crafts, catering and trade, as
well as artist studios). Though the lake was not formed, the amphitheater area is 
covered in grass and slightly wooded. ‘Cerak 2’ is designed in the period of 1980-
1983, while it was constructed from 1983 till 1985. 
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3.2 Construction 
Programming competition requirements, conditions and terms of construction 

21 

d o •  c o _ m o •  m o _ србија



and technology of implementation required a blending of elements of the 
physical structure of the settlement. All buildings are built to a mounting system 
IMS – Zezelj. The basic elements of the three-story pillars are prefabricated 
mounted truss starting from the ground floor in all slats and prefabricated caisson 
ceiling with columns that are connected exclusively by  prestressing. Other 
elements - cantilevered ceiling, loading ledges, stair ceiling and flower pots are 
mounting. All blades regardless of the number of floors are funded on tracks with 
counter beams in both directions and widths depending on the number of floors 
(100, 150 and 200).  All beams are of the same height of 80cm. Basement floors 
are cast on site. Stair blades are connected to each other so as to form strings - 
structures that build the ambient of a pedestrian street. They are set so that one 
set has one and the same number of floors, while the other side of the street 
closes another set of two storeys. Primary plastics facilities make cubes drawn 
from a flat tract of blades and roofs – long strokes of slanting roof cap cover final 
tissue structures made of sycamore yellow and red bricks and accented 
windows. Facades are not prefabricated but had already been made on the 
spot, of yellow and red bricks. The triple stricture of the facade that relates to the 
division of the lowest zone is notable – Ground floor with flats with gardens, and 
the entrances to the building on the passages that connect school and 
pedestrian street, a standard secondary zone with typical residential floors and 
third zone which was given special shape treatment by introducing design 
painted pitched roof which has been given the role of one of the main 
environmental motives of the settlement. Though the objects are typical, the 
ambient are not. The identification has been realized by various positions of the 
houses in the area.  
 

3.3 Context 
Point-black surrounding of the environment is - in its physical nature - extremely 
heterogeneous which resulted in the ‘Cerak’ getting the recognisable image
and identity of ‘a little town on hill’. Facilities, streets and squares in the shape 
and position follow the terrain configuration, respect insolation and views in order
to create a series of various environments that make up the urban environment 
intended for multi-family housing. Architecture and Urban concept is based upon
four construction principles: 1. Context of the place – taking the place and its
morphological and natural characteristics into respect, as well as vistas and
direct surrounding 2. Reaffirmation of traditional urban forms – relates to restore of
the historical values in the areas of architecture and urbanism. The building is
seen as ‘a home’ in the nature, made of brick and set in a way which makes it
equally treated and observed in every aspect. All communication flows were
thoughtfully planned in order to be logically converged and branch off to the 
main-street-pedestrian traffic around the perimeter of the settlement. 3. The 
hierarchy of the space and social organization of the settlement – may be 
explained by three permeated levels: residential pedestrian areas –
neighbourhoods - settlements. The elements which make and define the
residential pedestrian area are: pedestrian movement toward entrances to 
buildings, walking paths towards the center of the settlement, the park and 
residences in the ground floor with the garden. Every neighbourhood has its
centre with the trade, cultural and hospitality contents, while on the level of the
settlement this would be the Local Community Center, 4. Movement within the
settlement – a series of the object which, by their position, follow the relief shape, 
thus ‘framing’ motion, from the direct surroundings and parking across the
residential street and neighborhood centers to the central zone of the settlement
- a large park. 
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4 EVALUATION  
 
4.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Technical value 
The settlement ‘Cerak Vineyards’ represents the reaction to the former 
anonymity of public space and prompt, schematic and mass construction of 
typical buildings and settlements, determined by rational and economic 
conditions of the state politics in the first decades upon World War II, which is 
evident in a series of innovations in the area of space organization in particular, 
as well as terrain flows, formations of residential units and various ambient; in the 
area of construction – virgule roof as a new constructive element based upon 
standard system of flat roofs, in the area of a flat organization – which is based 
upon the basic principles of Belgrade residential school (flexibility of residential 
constructions, double- oriented flats, sleeping outside of the living room and small 
flats as well), introduction of spare terrace, affirmation of the ground floor flats 
and  individualization of the lofts); facade -  use of brick in color. Regarding the 
constructional segment, the key is in previously well set design and construction 
model, which was a rarity at the former domestic practice and which was 
published by the Institute for Architecture and Urbanism of Serbia as the Model 
for construction of the residential unit ‘Cerak Vineyards’ in 1978. Residential units 
have been designed fully in accordance with legal regulations and strictly in the 
accordance with the constructional tasks given by the Investors (Military investors 
and Belgrade residential community) in which the flats structure was clearly 
defined (from studios to four bedroom flats). The completion of the 
neighbourhoods’ centres was covered, in terms of investment, as obligatory 
mutual area and was constructed simultaneously with the construction of the 
residential units. This was a significant advantage of special interest for the 
housing situation back then in Yugoslavia, where the following content used to 
be significantly delayed the construction of residential buildings. 
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4.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social value 
The settlement ‘Cerak Vineyards’ represents the first location of the Medium-term 
program of housing construction in Belgrade, in the 70s, in which the total
organization was taken by the residential communities in the function of investors.
Given the location size (over 2.500 flats) and defined lines of orientation of
housing policy, the investor has developed and proposed a new concept of
organizing a complex of housing construction. This represented the first 
materialization of the principles of the social agreements in the field of residential 
construction. On the example of ‘Cerak Vineyards’ the integration of natural and
construction elements which resulted in the integration of all the functions in the
settlement. The construction model and the design have initiated the idea of the
formation of Neighbourhoods which motivate the assembly of citizens, which 
socially provides the possibility of creating the ‘qualitative life in the settlement’
conditions. A special segment consists of facilities for public use that complement
life in the settlement away from the city center and commercial areas. The town 
also has one of the most modern primary schools in Belgrade in the 70s, then 
Exhibition Test Centre  (ETC), equiped settlement Supermarket and the Military
Medical Center. The first purpose of the Centre was verification of structural 
elements and assemblies for construction of ‘Cerak 2’, since it was imagined as a 
potential point for a range of activities from the problem of housing. ETC is a
three- storey building area of 670,0м2. На самом почетку нудио је свакодневни 
контакт са станарима. On the object the solar energy project was applied: 
water heating collectors were built (active sun use), while the object itself was 
built in a manner suitable for a part of rooms to be heated by solar energy. Free 
space around it represented the test polygon with the samples of free space
equipment: pergolas, benches, candelabras, etc. In addition, the project upon
which cable television was introduced for the first time, in Belgrade during the
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 80s, and which had its command test centre precisely in ETC in Cerak.   
 
 
4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Culture and aesthetic value 
Integrative concept of the settlement was realized through a qualitative
estimation of natural forms of the area and regular choice of architecture and
urban solution, constructively variant material contemporary and traditional form. 
Distance from the skyscraper architecture of modern модерне, row concrete in
the previous decades, the use of coloured brick in the formation of facades and
restore of slantwise brown roofs, personalized architecture indicates the respect
for the place and restore of the traditional forms in residential construction. Thus, 
the advantage to the preserving the physiognomy is given in the design of the
residential units in nature, which gives the whole characteristic of ecological
settlement with recognizable ambient features, garden balconies and gardens
within the buildings and pedestrian areas. ‘Cerak Vineyards’ represent specific
residential unit in Belgrade of 70s and 80s. it is considered to be unique residential
unit in Belgrade which represents the synthesis of natural environment and
constructive structure at its best, which classify it as one of the significant post war
architecture and urban work of Serbia for which the authors Darko i Milenija
Marusic got October Prize of the City of Belgrade, in 1981. The authors Darko i 
Milenija Marusic got the Lifetime Achievement Award of the Association of the
Architects of Serbia, in 1993. For the object of kindergarten ‘Blue bird’ on ‘Cerak
2’ which was built in 2011 године the authors Darko i Milenija Marusic got three
awards: April Prize of the City of Belgrade, Award of the Architects' Association of 
Serbia for the most successful architectural work in 2011 as well as the Award of
34th Architecture Salon. 
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4.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical value  
In the second half of 20th century, within the residential construction of SFRJ there
was expansion of construction. Belgrade was expanded out of historical urban
matrix and was developed on clear unsettled areas which were ideal ground for
introduction of new construction concepts and principles. Within the post war
development of Belgrade architecture and urbanism and according to
parameters према: completion period, location and style, the three periods can 
be marked off: 
The first period – 50s and 60s: New Belgrade, modern and international style 
The second period – 70s and 80s; Belgrade suburbs; postmodern and reanimation
of traditional forms  
The third period – 90s and the first decade of 21st century, locations in town -
interpolations (private investor, settlements of the social residences); neomodern. 
The settlement ‘Cerak Vineyards’ was built in the period of 1978-1985 and it 
belongs to the second period which was marked by the change of modern 
paradigm into postmodern and formation of new architecture stage in the spirit 
of postmodern ideas and programs. In practical segment, this is reflected in the 
urge to rely on (hidden) historicism, renewal of the place context and appliance 
of modern constructions and materials in the function of more humane manner 
of living.  
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4.5 General assessment 
 By reviewing the development path of postwar architecture spatial unit ‘Cerak 
Vineyards’ represents a milestone in the design of residential areas of the second 
half of 20th century. Upon initial revolutionary years in which the modern 
movement reached its strong momentum, in the end of the 70s, the signs of 
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fatigue and impersonal repetition of canonized international model were 
notable. Architecture and Urban project of the settlement ‘Cerak Vineyards’ was 
developed in all directions, values and elements which were initiated by the 
competition, а and which can be seen through the settlement organization and 
its substructure in the manner of neighborhoods deposited by contour lines which 
led to the formation of settlement environmental character. This organizational 
structure the possibility of resident’s identity with the place of residence, which 
resulted in creation of streets named after trees planted.  
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5.3 
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