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0.1. PICTURE OF THE BUILDING  

0.1. Depicted item 
Tanjug building (Telegraph Agency of New Yugoslavia) 

0.2. Source 
Bing Maps (link: https://binged.it/2gHP77w) 

0.3. Date 
1962 

Local data base code 
ADM-RS-011-a-0003 
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1. IDENTITY OF THE BUILDING   
 
1.1 
 

 
Current name of the building  
TANJUG (Telegraph Agency of New Yugoslavia) 
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1.2 
 

 
Variant or former/original name: 
PRIZAD (Privileged Export Joint Stock Company) 
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1.3 Street name and number  
2 Obilicev venac Str, Toplicin venac and Carice Milice 
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1.4 Town  
Belgrade 
 

6 

1.5 Municipality  
Stari grad 
 

7 

1.6 Zip code 
11000 
 

8 

1.7 Country 
The Republic of Serbia (made in Kingdom of Yugoslavia) 
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1.8 National grid refference 
44°48'59.08"N, 20°27'20.99"E  
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1.9 Classification/typology  
ADM – administration: Free-standing business-administrative block facility 
(Media Review) with free facades directed towards three streets. 
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1.10 Protection status and date 
The building is registered in the Central Registry of Immobile Cultural Property 
on the territory of the City of Belgrade, Stari Grad Municipality, and enjoys the 
status of cultural monuments (Decision, "Official Gazette of the City of 
Belgrade" No. 23/84) 
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2 HISTORY OF THE BUILDING  
 
2.1 

 
Original draft/purpose  
The original project envisaged a business building in its entirety predetermined 
by the administrative needs of the company PRIZAD without additional 
content outside the scope of this company. 
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2.2 Dates: order/completion  
A public competition for building a business building for its own needs PRIZAD 
was called in 1937. The first prize and performance of the project was given to 
the architect Bogdan N. Nestorovic. The building was put into operation in 
1939, but it was completed only in early 1941. 
 

14 

2.3 Architectural and other designers 
The author of the project and the realization of the PRIZAD building is architect 
Bogdan N. Nestorovic. The design of the contest solution was developed by 
the architect Peter Anagnost.  
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2.4 Others related to the project 
During the Second World War, the administration of the GESTAPO command 
for the Balkans was located in the PRIZAD building. Immediately after the end 
of World War II, PRIZAD was temporarily located in the People's Protection of 
the People (OZNA). According to the still insufficiently investigated historical 
data, in 1946 the PRIZAD building held a hearing with the Yugoslav Army 
General and the Prime Minister of the Government of Montenegro, Milan 
Nedić. 
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2.5 Significant aliterations in dates  
/ 
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2.6 Current purpose  
Business-administrative building of TANJUG 
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2.7 Current condition 
The static and constructive building is in excellent condition. Since the 
construction in 1941, the building has not undergone significant renovations, 
rehabilitation or reconstruction, except for sandblasting of the facade and 
partial conversion of basements for the needs of the branch of the company 
"MTS Telekom Srbija". The bulk of the mobility from the building disappeared or 
was devastated during the last three decades of the 20th century. A 
complete immovable inventory (carpentry, locksmiths and ceramic works) 
were mostly authentic and were not subject to devastation of the last seven 
and a half decades since the construction of the building. 
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3 DESCRIPTION  
 
3.1 

 
General description 
The PRIZAD palace has four underground levels, two of which belong to the 
side of Obilićev venac, and two on the lower corners below the Carica Milica 
and Topličin venac, basement, ground floor and seven floors, the last of which 
is located only on the sloping part of the building. Form of the palace PRIZAD 
(today TANJUG) is of monumental dimensions with no conventional base that 
is transmitted directly to the shape of the building into two coherent tract. The 
first tract represents a monumental quadrangle of the main facade, while the 
other is formed as a track, curved form which marks the intersection Toplicin 
venac and Carica Milica. Robustness of the building is additionally contributed 
by the marking position that the building occupies at the intersection of three 
streets. Form object adapted conception of urban grid, structurally or visually 
unobtrusive very successful in creating an interesting micro units of the thickest 
part of the inner city center. From a stylistic point of view, the palace is one of 
the anthological examples of the architecture of late modernism that 
developed in Belgrade during the period between the two world wars. The 
main façade is divided into 13 axes window openings whose dimensions are 
consistent with each other except in the area of ground which are large in size 
and closed protective bars. The main facade is dominated by a 
representative main entrance with a TANJUG inscription above the entrance 
crown. Specific treatment in the plastic of designing the facade is most 
noticeable in the area of six of the central vertical axis of the window openings 
of the third to seventh floor. This part of the facade is concave in the depth of 
the object corresponding to the radius of the trapped tract of the last facade. 
In addition to the aesthetic, this kind of mass withdrawal façade and creating 
a recognizable characteristic of volume to the silhouette of the palace has 
affected the utilitarian purpose of the central skylight which supplies daylight 
central part of the building, and serves as extra roof terrace in the part facing 
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the street Obilićev wreath. The rear facade is heavily clogged and down to a 
series of 14 vertical axes of window apertures and a central vertical staircase. 
Simple forms and clean lines predominate in the interior of an object 
dominated by the relationship between the marble wall cladding on the 
ground floor and on the first floor, anodized metal surfaces and specific 
lighting bodies whose shape is the closest to the design. The entrance hall on 
the ground floor is dominated by a two-story staircase fully covered with white 
marble with protective fences in combination of steel, brass and aluminum. 
Significantly more conventional approach is observed on the other floors 
dominated by the utilitarian character of administrative buildings with strict 
division of offices and corridors, auxiliary rooms and meeting rooms. 
Depending on the purpose (PRIZAD, GESTAPO, OZNA, TANJUG), certain rooms 
were transferred to workshops, offices, laboratories, courtrooms, etc. 
 

3.2 Construction 
The reinforced concrete structure was built in an era of building the PRIZAD 
facility in an innovative system of skeletal construction that allowed more 
available space in the interior, less supportable partition walls, and a variant 
that facade walls do not have the role of constructive bearing elements of the 
building. The encountered configuration of the terrain and the large fall 
(about 6%) predominantly conditioned the duplicate constructive division of 
the object into two tracts in order to effectively annihilate the existing 
depression of the terrain. The entire facade of the building is covered with 
white artificial stone slabs. Protective window gratings are authentic and are 
made of brassed iron box tubes. 
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3.3 Context 
The PRIZAD Palace successfully overcomes the inconsistency of Belgrade's 
urban planning since the 19th century, which has led to the formation of often 
non-functional public urban spaces or "urban pockets" that did not allow for 
more efficient urban activity in such a place. The PRIZAD palace has been 
successfully integrated into the fortified city, forming a unique micro-cell, 
dominating and shaping itself with its striking shape making it a recognizable 
sight in the silhouette of the city. 

22 

    
4 EVALUATION  
 
4.1 
 
 
 
 

 
Technical value 
The building occupies a significant location in the southernmost core of the 
city and is classified in the exclusive category of exclusive office space in the 
scope of the cabin without the possibility of additional expansion in order to 
increase the existing and available spatial capacities. 
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4.2 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Social value 
Bearing in mind the history of planning, construction and ultimately all 
beneficiaries of the PRIZAD palace, the social value of this representative 
object is directly related to its historical context, that is, the events that marked 
the existence of this object, which must be seen through the prism of historical 
events in Belgrade and Serbia since the beginning of the Second World War to 
date. 
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4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cultural and aesthetic value 
Specific semiotics of architecture of mature modernism in the architectural 
opus of the architect Bogdan N. Nestorovic is most prominent on the palace 
PRIZAD as an anthological case of the development stage in the modern 
architecture of Belgrade that was developed during the interwar period. 
Straight lines, flat shapes, strict style of full and empty and rhythmic removal of 
mass and surfaces successfully oppose the plastic form of the dynamically 
derived rear facade whose sloping cube significantly makes the building more 
visually monumental and the construction less robust. Apart from the 
predicted elements that were not realized (the sculptures on the sides, the 
mast arches, etc.), architect Nestorovic designed the object as a sculpture or 
monument to the mature phase of the development of modern Serbian 
architecture before the start of the Second World War. 
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4.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Historical  
Observed above all quantitatively, as an indicator of current historical 
opportunities and values, the palace PRIZAD is the largest object from the 
opus of the architect Bogdan N. Nestorovic, one of the largest business 
facilities in Serbia at the end of the fifth decade of the 20th century and 
certainly the largest administrative building of a company in the Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia of that time. In this direction, it is also necessary to observe the 
different circumstances that governed the state order. Financial consolidation 
provided favorable loans to private companies and companies to build their 
own business buildings, while the economic situation created a relative illusion 
of stable monetary policy, which further encouraged import and export 
companies to strengthen their positions in the business world. That is why the 
palace of PRIZAD must be seen as a symbol of an epoch, the achievement of 
one of the most important Serbian architects before the Second World War 
and the anthological realization of the architecture of mature modernism in 
Serbia. 
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4.5 General assesment 
Historical valorization recorded the multilayered value of the palace PRIZAD in 
Belgrade to be of importance to which only the name of its author indicates, 
then the stylistic classifications and specific epochs of creation to the historical 
still blurred period of use of the object during the period from 1945 to 1948. By 
systematizing and consulting the available archival, technical, photocopying 
and hemerotechnical materials, it is possible to make an unambiguous 
decision on the social, historical and architectural excellence of the palace 
PRIZAD as one of the indicators of construction opportunities in Belgrade 
during the interwar period, responsible management of the city's urban policy 
and perhaps the most important - analytical understanding of modern design 
principles whose results must be in front of the epoch. 
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5 DOCUMENTATION  
 
5.1 
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1. Djuric Zamolo, Divna: Professor architect Bogdan Nestorovic. Annual of 
the city of Belgrade XXII, Belgrade 1975, pg. 365-370. 

2. Jankovic, D.: Bogdan Nestorovic. Belgrade Urbanism 34-35, Belgrade 
1975, pg. 44-45.  

3. Manevic, Zoran: Lexicon of Serbian Architects of XIX and XX century. 
Belgrade 1999, pg. 137 

4. Maksic, S.: Life and Work of architect Bogdan Nestorovic. Master 
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paper, Department for the History of Art, Faculty of Philosophie, 
Belgrade 2000. 

5.2 Visual material attached  
Bing Maps (link: https://binged.it/2gHP77w) 
Drawings 
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5.3 
 

Rapporteur/date:  
Ivan R. Markovic, December 2016. 
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